
DRRA Board Meeting 2022-10-03

In Attendance:
Elizabeth Campos Layne
Don Kurtz
Sara Siegal
Janice Santos
Sharon Blunk
Georgina Huskey
Kimberly Frost
Kathleen
Terri Lavery

Traci Park spoke first, then Erin Darling, followed by chat-submitted questions.

Q: We understand that the recently approved City Housing Element calls for construction of
about 250,000 new units during the next eight years.  How will you ensure that the City gets
credit for adding the many apartments that are currently being built in Del Rey?

Traci: Will put in place technology to monitor units - whether they are occupied and affordable.
Density: concerned about SB9/10’s lack of affordability requirements. She wants to ensure that
no particular community bears the brunt of the new requirements.

Q: Homelessness: what is your plan for mental health services, and more affordable housing?

Traci: Establish a fund to reimburse low income people for housing. Mental health has been
contracted out to the county, but this contract has not been updated since 1968. She wants to
revise the contract to get services appropriate to the funding we provide. Wants to focus on
projects that include both housing and mental health services. Also: create a city of LA health
department like Long Beach, with a multisource center: one stop shopping for all things housing,
addiction, mental health related.

Q: Why do you have the endorsements of developers? Why did you endorse Sheriff Villanueva?

Traci: Douglass Emmett is running an independent effort to support Traci. She does not control
their mailers.

Has not endorsed anyone in the sheriff race and does not plan to.

Q: We are very park and greenspace poor. How would you change this?
Traci: New development should be required to include green space. She supports greening of
our alleys, and an initiative to require parks within a ½ mile of everyone in LA. There are not
enough people available to write grant applications. Would support funding such a person, and
wants to ask for new parks and development of existing parks.



Q: We have heard how you will address various issues. What authority does a council member
have to take action?

Traci: Need to get committee support for any policy or ordinance. Once out of committee, need
to get support of the other 15 councilmembers. Each council member can decide on: land use
decisions, what developments get approved, what ordinances get enforced (many are
discretionary and up to councilmember to enforce) in their district.

Q: Regarding 41.18: my son’s school is in Del Rey and does not feel safe.

Traci: 41.18 can prohibit camping in designated areas. Currently: 500’ around
schools/libraries/etc. Enforcement remains discretionary and up to the councilmember whether
they enforce it. We need some guard rails and so we will seek to enforce things, and get the
unhoused into the system to get them services and shelters.

Erin Darling

Intro: Born and raised in Venice, Erin has a 3 year old, and is a civil rights lawyer. He is fighting
to keep people in their homes during the covid crisis. He wants an economically diverse
community. Has been endorsed by a number of local leaders and groups, including the LA
Times. His #1 issue is homelessness. Wants to hold bureaucracies accountable for
homelessness crisis.

Q: Homelessness - how will you solve the mental health crisis and provide more permanent
housing?
Erin: Police are responding to mental health calls. Wants a rapid response mental health team,
coordinated with the county so mental health pros respond to those calls. Need to hire more
mental health pros. Erin wants to create more permanent supportive housing. Supports all
efforts for tiny homes and hotel conversions.

Q: How would you address our housing density here in Del Rey. 20% are already set aside for
affordable housing. How would you ensure that they are not rented out at market rates?

Erin: he is deeply committed to preserving affordable housing. And would give credit for
affordable housing that is already there.

Q: We understand that the recently approved City Housing Element calls for construction of
about 250,000 new units during the next eight years.  How will you ensure that the City gets
credit for adding the many apartments that are currently being built in Del Rey?



Erin: We are behind schedule in building affordable housing. Wants to create rent stabilized
units. Need follow up to make sure they are maintained as affordable units, and not converted to
short term rentals.

Q: Do you differ from Bonin on homelessness?

Erin: Has been endorsed by Mike Bonin, but is himself frustrated with the status quo. Has tried
to complain about homelessness issues himself but didn’t get a call back for a long time. Wants
to be more responsive to the community.

The City of LA has the lowest ratio of beds to people in the streets in the country. We need to
create more housing units. We need to address the mental health component and work with the
county, but also need to enforce against serious crime. It should not wait for a crisis to remove
people from the streets.

There is a spectrum of homeless people: some want housing, some don’t. Need to get people
inside or they will be shuffled around which does not work.

Q: Will you reverse Venice great streets, specifically cut through traffic idling?

Erin: we need to make it easier for bike commuting to alleviate traffic. But we need community
involvement in the process.

Q: What authority does a councilmember have to make specific changes?
Erin: They control land use; what gets built and where. We have to be smart about creating
affordable housing to get people off the streets. The city should not pass the buck to the county.
We need to create a system to coordinate with the county re: mental health services.

Erin wants to see multigenerational living and will encourage it.

Open Questions to both Candidates

Q: Your position on anticamping laws? What is your take on them, and enforcement?

Erin: Non-discretionary vs discretionary enforcement. When homeless people are removed from
one street they just camp nearby. Need to create a pipeline off the streets (converting hotels,
tiny homes on public land).

Traci: We need to have some guard rails for our community, especially sensitive use areas.
41.18 only allows enforcement in certain areas although it was recently expanded. Would use
discretionary enforcement around senior living facilities, bus stops, high fire risk zones,
environmentally sensitive areas. We can’t wait for more housing to be built. Will need to start
with interim options (adaptive reuse, tiny homes). Centennial park encampment - spent time
there, saw reports of crime and fires. Everyone was offered housing/shelter, most took the offer.



Preferring to remain on the streets is not an acceptable option. Venice Bridge: does not want to
see anything like this in other neighborhoods. There are no good examples of public projects
(with no private involvement) on the west side.

Q: How much staff will you assign to answer community concerns? How will you keep the
community informed of your actions?

Traci: It is currently frustrating–emails are going to a black hole. Will have a dedicated staff and
will attend community meetings. She has hired campaign staff to respond to community
questions even as a candidate. Will ensure that city departments are responsive.

Erin: Erin will implement a CRM system to respond in 48 hours. Wants to focus on constituent
services. Will coordinate with city and county services, and state services.

Responding to an earlier question about someone’s not feeling safe in Del Rey: enforcement
near schools is not discretionary. It should be enforced by the city. Will focus on getting people
in housing to alleviate this.

Q: How will  you protect the wetlands?

Traci: will remove the encampments. The area has been designated no camping already. Will
address this on day 1.

Erin: need to create safe camping on LAWA land to plug in RVs etc. We need to enforce
existing anticamping laws.

Q: What is your opinion on the Paseo Marina project?

Erin: speaks to a larger issue about malls that are becoming less used. We should create more
housing while retaining retail. He wants to incentivise some development but not too much so it
creates too much traffic. Don’t want empty commercial space, and is fine with increasing
residential if that fills it.

Traci: It's a mixed bag. She is concerned about the size, and road diet/bike lanes that will cause
more traffic. We need community input, and more work to get that development to be where it
should be for the community.

Wrap up

Traci: is involved in municipal issues based on her work for other cities. Is unhappy with the
changes happening in her neighborhood Venice, and is representing a change. Opponent is
committing to the same policies as Bonin.



Erin: Born/raised in CD11 and isn’t leaving, this is his home, so he wants to make it better.
Concerned about lack of services, affordable housing, safety, economic diversity. Assembled a
broad coalition to solve these problems. Was outspent 10:1 in the primary. Opponent is getting
$100ks from corporate developers in independent PAC contributions; Erin is not accepting PAC
donations. He wants to allow people to stay here and their kids to feel safe.


